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PUTTER GURU

DR PAUL HURRION DRILLS US ON PUTTER TECHNOLOGY

Tell us a bit about your scientific
approach to creating putters?
Working with Gel Golf, | have designed
the Paul Hurrion Signature Range to
help golfers enjoy the benefits tour
players look for. The putters are
designed with horizontal grooves

to impart forward roll, peripheral-
weighting that maximizes the

sweet spot and heel-toe weighting

to increase the MOI for improved
resistance to twisting. My ideas are
based on the biomechanical principles
that | work on with all my players.

How should people go about getting
the right putter for them?

Firstly, you have to get the putter fitted
to you: length, lie and loft. Don't just
buy a putter because it locks nice, it
needs to be fitted correctly. Gel have
created a ‘custom fitting putting tool’
that will enable all golfers to be custom
fitted correctly for their own putter.
This, along with the 'Quintic Ball Roll’
software, enables each golfer to be
analysed in fine detail. Custom fitting
for putters is an area that is currently
lacking in the market place.

Just how important is putter fitting?
Very, very important - the quickest and
cheapest way for the amateur golfer to
imprave their handicap! I'll say no
more. ..

What areas do you look at in
someone’s stroke to determine which
putter is best for them?

Hurrion is a pianeer of enhanced putter tech

It is based primarily on the information
| receive via the 'Quintic Ball Roll’
software. It enables me (just like
Trackman or FlightScope does with a
full swing) to analyse exactly what the
ball is doing the moment it leaves the
face of the putter. For example, ball
speed, the cut or hook spin, the start
of forward rotation, true roll and the
initial launch angle.

Do people realise how intricate the
stroke is and what actually happens
to the ball when it is hit?

Not a clue! The putter is the most
used club in the bag but the most
overlooked part of the average golfer's
practise. Golfers around the world are
using the technology available in
today's market to help analyse and
improve their golf swing. Technology
has transformed golf tuition and club

tempo... everybody needs to have a
structure to follow. The best time to
film, record and write down all of this
on paper is when they are putting well!

We'd really like to hear some of the

i ?
Lee is very dedicated, works very hard
on his putting and he has proved that,
under the most intense pressure, he
can still repeat his stroke which is
what it is all about. Padraig and Rory
are still very much working on the
same things, it is constantly checking
up on posture, stance, grip, tempo,
just like taking your car in for a MOT.

What advice would you give to

an amateur player who is having
trouble on the greens?

The vast majority of amateurs don't
practise their putting - | don't count five

YOU HAVE TO GET A PU R D FOR
YOU: LENGTH, LIE AND LOFT. DON'T JUST
BUY A PUTTER BECAUSE IT LOOKS NICE

fitting, offering golfers three
dimensional frame-by-frame swing
analysis, high-speed video and precise
spin rates and launch angles that apply
to the golf ball after impact.

What impact do Gel putters have on
the ball that makes them so good?
Gel's groove and multi-layer aluminum
insert technology enables weight to
be positioned around the perimeter of
the putter head, creating a high MOI
for a truer roll. In conjunction with the
increased MOI, the golfer will benefit
from more feel and improved pace
control. In an industry first, the Gel
Hurrion putter line comes equipped
with a weighted shaft rather than a
standard shaft used by the rest of the
industry. This approach has been
designed to help increase the size of
the sweet-spot on the putter face and
improve the tempo of the putting
stroke.

You've worked with Lee Westwood,
Padraig Harrington and Rory Mcllroy.
‘What areas did you focus on those
players?

The basics, including set-up, posture,

minutes before they play at the
weekend as practise - yet they are the
first to complain about their putting;
‘not my day’, ‘unlucky’, "poor quality
greens’, 'not my fault’ etc. | have to
ask if you can realistically hope to
reduce your handicap if you don't
seriously practise with the one club
that you use the most in every round of
golf!

So, putting is the first thing you
should work on then?

Is the answer to go and buy the latest
driver that will give you another ten
yards off the tee and spend time and
money whacking balls down the
range? Of course not, but many golfers
seem locked into that scenario. | may
sound a bit unsympathetic but | am
not, as | believe that the majority of
amateurs don't practise putting
because they don't know how or what
to practise. The golfer needs to
understand the difference between
good and poor putts. Why did the ball
miss left? Was it aim, a miss-read,
pace, increased hook spin? Unless you
know why the ball goes where it goes,
it is a very difficult game to play.
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GEL
ORA

W RRP: £185

W Details: Part of the Paul Humon
Signature Range, the Ora is a modified
alignment, face-balanced blade with an
inline weighting, a crank neck hosel and
full shaft offset. The three-line alignment
system squares the putter face to help
focus on the target, while the weight
alignment arms create unique weight
distribution within the putter face.
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